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1. Transfer 2010

This presentation is based on Campbell 
College’s response to the Education Minister’s 

Draft Guidance on Transfer 2010
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1. Transfer 2010
A Common Approach

� 34 Grammar schools using the AQE Common Entrance 
Assessment

� In preparing admissions criteria, the following four schools 
have worked closely together:
Bloomfield Collegiate 
Campbell College
Strathearn School 
Sullivan Upper

� Boys wishing to be considered for entrance to Campbell 
College are expected to sit the Assessment
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2. AQE Ltd and the CEA
AQE Ltd is a company formed to produce a test based on the 
current NI curriculum

This will be known as The Common Entrance Assessment 
(The CEA)

The company (not the schools) will:

� set 3 papers – 1 hour each

� mark the assessments

� give out the results
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3. The CEA Process
� 3 papers, 1 hour each 

� Pupils are to sit any 2 or all 3 papers (it is anticipated that 
the best two results will be used)

� Tests will be held in participating grammar schools 10.00 –
11.00am on the following Saturday mornings:

• 14th November 2009

• 28th November 2009

• 5th December 2009

Note – other tests Saturday 21st November
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3. The CEA Process

CEA takes account of the Revised KS2 Curriculum for English 
and Mathematics (no Science)

Accessible to all pupils following Revised KS2 Curriculum

There is new published material available for practice; old transfer 
papers (leave out the Science) are also suitable for practice
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3. The CEA Process
Format of each paper:

� Poem 1 with 7 Comprehension items

� 11 Mathematics items

� Prose passage with 7 Comprehension items

� Basic skills passage (lines numbered on the right) 
with 5 basic skills items

� 10 Mathematics items

� Poem 2 with 7 Comprehension items

See the AQE website for examples
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3. The CEA Process

The Assessments:

� Held in each participating Grammar School

� Parents are to register with AQE for their preferred centre 
– the centre will be allocated by AQE

� You may choose the most convenient centre, 
independent of the school to which a pupil may wish to 
transfer

� Familiarisation morning – details will follow after 
registration (likely to be Saturday 7th November)
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3. The CEA Process
The Assessments in Campbell College:

� Will most likely be held in classrooms in Middle School

� Parents may wait on site and refreshments will be 
available

� It is intended that the invigilation team will be from CCB 

� Familiarisation morning for pupils (likely to be Saturday 
7th November) will enable pupils to:

• see rooms
• meet invigilators
• be briefed on conduct of assessment
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3. The CEA Process
Marking

� Each paper will be marked twice, by different accredited 
markers

� It will then checked by a third marker

� Marking will take place in two centres in presence of 
chief examiners

� There will be opportunity to apply for a remark
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Results 

At present, our information is that:

� The best 2 out of 3 results will be used 

� Results will be age-adjusted and adjusted to take account 
of special circumstances, if applicable

� The mark will be converted to a percentage, to two decimal 
places

� Results will be issued to parents on Saturday 6th February 
2010

3. The CEA Process
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4. How do I register?
Registering to sit the CEA with AQE Ltd:

� From Monday 18th May 2009, application forms will be 
available from the AQE website and from participating 
schools

� Forms will also be sent to Primary Schools

� Completed forms should be returned to AQE no later 
than Friday 18th September 2009

� Fee £35 although free if entitled to Free School Meals
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4. How do I register?
The Registration Form asks you to:

� Nominate your preference of 3 test centres (this has no 
bearing on your ultimate choice of school)

� Identify any special access arrangements

� Submit 3 passport photographs

� Submit a copy of Birth Certificate

� If applicable, provide evidence of entitlement to Free 
School Meals
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5. Access Arrangements, Special 
Circumstances and Special Provisions

5.1 Access Arrangements

If your child meets the definition of disability under the Disability 
Discrimination Act, 1995, you should complete the relevant 
section of the registration form.  You will be asked for details of 
the measures needed to allow your child to sit the CEA
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5.2 Special Circumstances

• Special Circumstances will be administered in a similar fashion to the 
current system

• The school’s Boards of Governors will have responsibility 

• Finer detail is yet to be formalised

• The deadline for application for consideration of Special Circumstances 
will be 19th December 2009

5. Access Arrangements, Special 
Circumstances and Special Provisions
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5. Access Arrangements, Special 
Circumstances and Special Provisions

5.3 Special Provisions

� Children who have had more than 50% of their education outside Northern Ireland

� Children whose parents/guardians wish them to transfer to Grammar School from 
outside Northern Ireland

� Children who entered for the CEA, who, because of unforeseen and serious medical 
reasons, were unable to take the tests

It is proposed that these children are assessed by ELB Educational Psychologists, as 
at present.
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6. The Transfer Process 2010
Similar to current process:

� Interview with your Primary School Principal February 2010

� Complete a Transfer Form similar to the current Form 

� Forms submitted by Primary Schools to ELB/ESA and 
processed in usual manner

� Schools receive first preference forms etc.

� Parents informed of allocated school by end of May 2010
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7. Campbell College Admissions Criteria

Key Points

� Those applicants with a CEA result will be considered first

� The order of Preference will NOT be used as a criterion for 
admission
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7. Campbell College Admissions Criteria
The Process: 

� Enrolment number of 140

� Applicants placed in rank order

� First 98 applicants will be allocated places

� A pool of the next 63 applicants will then be considered

� Other criteria will be applied to these 63 applicants to allocate 
the remaining 42 places
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7. Campbell College Admissions Criteria
Criteria for remaining 42 places:

i. Pupils at Campbell College Junior School

ii. Pupils with brothers at the school

iii. Pupils with a brother who is a past pupil (to at least 
GCSE)

iv. Pupils who have a sister in Y8-14 at Strathearn School or 
Bloomfield Collegiate

v. Pupils who are the sons of employees of the school
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7. Campbell College Admissions Criteria

vi. Pupils who are transferring from one of the following 
schools, listed alphabetically:

Andrews Memorial PS Ballyholme PS
Cairnshill PS Dundonald PS
Gilnahirk PS Glencraig PS
Holywood PS Kilmaine PS
Rockport School Strandtown PS
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7. Campbell College Admissions Criteria
vii. Pupils who are the sons of Old Campbellians
viii. Pupils who are the grandsons of Old Campbellians
ix. The final decisions will be made on the distance from each 

applicant’s home to the front gates of Campbell College

The Board of Governors has decided that the College  
will continue to award a number of Bursaries.  Fina l 
details are yet to be decided.
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8. Key Dates and Information
18th May 2009 AQE forms available.

18th September 2009 AQE forms registered.

7th November 2009 Familiarisation morning.

14th, 28th November, 5th Dec Test dates.

6th February 2010 Publication of results.

18th February to 18th March Re-mark requests.

February/March Complete Transfer forms.

End May 2010 Notification of allocated school.

CAMPBELL COLLEGE

an investment with a lifetime’s dividend

8. Key Dates and Information
What should I do as a parent?

If you wish your child to be considered by any of the AQE 
schools –

1. Register with AQE

2. Support him/her with school work (English and 
Mathematics)

3. Bring him/her to allocated test centre

4. Visit schools’ Open Days and consider admissions criteria

5. Complete Transfer form at Primary School in February 
2010
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8. Key Dates and Information
Website Addresses

www.aqe.org.uk

www.deni.gov.uk

www.strathearn.org.uk

www.bloomfieldcollegiate.org.uk

www.campbellcollege.co.uk

www.sullivanupper.co.uk
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Thank you for attending our Information Evening. 

Do you have any questions?


