
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Campbell College we believe in a Total Curriculum. For us, education, like life 
itself, is about much more than the academic; students need to leave school 
with a range of knowledge and skills. Our aim is to identify the individual’s 
strengths and then help foster their passion for those activities, be they in the 
classroom, the CCF, the drama studio, the music workshop, the sports field, the 
swimming pool, whatever. 
 
2005-06 was a year in which pupils and staff stood on top of Mount Alpamayo in 
Peru, in which pupils have performed Perfection City in the new Drama Studio, 
in which our 1st XV took us all the way to the Schools’ Cup Final, in which our 
golfers won the Ulster Matchplay Championship and competed nobly in the All-
Ireland Final at Kinsale GC; a time in which our 1st XI lined up against the 1988 
GB Olympic Gold Medal winning team at an opening match on the new All-
Weather pitches.  
 
And then there was the CCF, the Shooting section won the Ashburton Eight, 
The Marling Team and they have brought enormous trophies home from Tri 
Services, NISAAM and Bisley competitions. 
 
School Assemblies have heard of the remarkable deeds of Jason Harvey, 
James Ferguson, Peter Caruth, Adam Walker and Alan McKee and we, as a 
community, have welcomed Lady Sylvia Hermon, Professor Roger Williams, 
and President Mary McAleese as guests to the College.  
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Archery 
 
Peter Cummings is the new Northern Ireland U16 Archery Champion. In a competition he 
scored 524 out of a possible 600 marks.  
 
 
Athletics 
 
The U14 Athletics Team were awarded 3rd place in Ulster Schools Team Championship. 
 
The Irish Schools’ Championships returned the following results: 
Jason Harvey   High Jump: Gold   Pole Vault: Silver 
Peter Glass    Shot: Bronze   Javelin: Silver 
Michael McLean   Long Jump: Silver 
Junior Relay Team   4x100m: Bronze 
 
Representing Ulster 
The following athletes represented Ulster Schools’ at the Inter Provincials on Saturday 24th 
June 2006 at Tullnamore: Jason Harvey, Benjamin McDonnell and Stuart Brown. 
 
Belfast City Marathon 
Adam Lyner completed the Belfast City Marathon in an astounding 3hours and 44 minutes! In 
addition to this achievement, no one younger than Adam completed the course in a faster 
time 
 
Jason Harvey is an athlete of some distinction: 
He won gold at the recent Ulster & NI Athletics Indoor Championships, competing in the U16 
60m hurdles and high jump; and he set a new Irish age group record in high jump of 1.91m.  
 
Jason is a Juvenile “All Star” award holder. The Irish Athletics have awarded him a Waterford 
Crystal Star Award, normally reserved for athletes in the U19 category; Jason successfully 
achieved this at 14 years of age! 
 
In addition, Jason he won the All-Ireland High Jump Championship title, his fifth in a row, as 
he also broke an 11-year old record with a jump of 1m 93cm. 
 
 
CCF 
 
All Ireland L98 Shooting Shield 
The RAF holds the All Ireland L98 Annual Shooting Shield. The Annual Shooting Competition 
was held in March between the RAF section and representatives from RBAI, Foyle & 
Londonderry College, and Royal School Armagh. As well as shooting, drill, overall behaviour, 
kit and the senior NCOs’ leadership were also assessed. Csgt Matthew Bradley and Csgt 
David Holland presented the Shield to the College.  
 



Pioneer Company 
The Pioneer Company introduces Year 10 students to CCF activities. The Company had a 
most successful year with 60 boys participating in Field Day and Range Day. The Company, 
which meets every Thursday, enjoyed amongst other things, Year 13 / 14 NCOs courses on 
topics such as First Aid. Shooting is the most popular activity and there are some noteworthy 
shots in the making: Ian Harte, Aaron Ferguson, Jeff Getty, Dale Weir and Daniel Jack. 
SNCOs gave two presentations after Easter; one to provide information on Summer Camp 
and the other to offer details on the different activities covered by the Army, Navy and R.A.F. 
sections of the CCF so that the students can make an informed choice.  

Army 
Proficiency Company Cadre took place during the first week of Easter break at Garelochead 
Training Camp in Scotland. Successful completion of this basic leadership course entitled 
participants to their first promotion, normally to that of Lance Corporal. Various training 
activities and a 24-hour exercise in the Highlands is also included. 
 
14 Campbell Cadets completed the written tasks as part of their BTEC First Diploma in Public 
Services, Andrew Martin, Bruce Duff, Chris McAlister, Jordan Cairnduff, Ben Toland, Robert 
Lutton, Gary Dodds, Thomas Coulter, as well as Nicky Watt, Jonathan Tooze, Tim O’Brien, 
Richard Deane, Peter Kane and Johnny Ferris. A BTEC First Diploma in Public Services is 
taken by Cadets who complete a written element in their own time as well as gaining credit for 
their experience in outdoor pursuits, map and compass, First Aid and leadership. 

 

Navy 
The Royal Navy Cadets Easter Camp took place 9-14 April when Cadets where at sea on a 
Clyde Fleet Tender, “The Omagh”, cruising the Islands off the west coast of Scotland. Clyde 
Fleet is used by the Royal Navy for training navy personnel and marines through most of the 
year. Occasionally, however, cadet units are fortunate enough to secure a booking. Cadets, 
under the watchful eye of the Skipper, take charge of the vessel and make safe journey to 
evening birthing stations. Cadet training includes recording the ships log every 30 minutes, 
calculating journey times, recognising sea and weather conditions and reading the 
instrumentation on board. They must also prepare all cooked meals in the galley and keep the 
tender in ship-shape condition. It is an authentic sea-going experience; a must for any Cadet 
or Officer.  

 

RAF 
The RAF section was awarded a trophy for the best RAF Section in Northern Ireland – the 
first such achievement. The boys displayed their talent on a Range Weekend: Stephen 
Dougherty obtained Marksman for the second consecutive time, even though he has only 
ever fired a weapon twice. The boys attended Cranwell Camp over Easter and participated in 
a number of activities including flying, high ropes and shooting. Matthew Bradley was 
awarded his Blue Wings and accepted onto the competitive leadership course. In addition, 
both Matthew Bradley and David Holland attended RAF Camp in Germany over Easter.  
 
 



Chess 
 
Calum Leitch captained the Ulster U19 Chess Team to a victory in the Interprovincials held in 
Dublin. Having captained the team since he was 15, Calum won 2 games and drew 1. Calum 
later went on to win the decisive match to secure the Shield for Ulster. 
 
 
Cricket 
 
Representative: 
Gareth Harrison   Ulster schools’ U18  
 
Mark Rountree   Ulster Schools’ U18 squad 
 
James McKinney    Ulster Schools’ U15  
    Irish U15 squad 
 
Kwik Cricket 
Campbell College Junior School won the Irish section of the UK KWIK competition. The final 
was played at Trent Bridge in July; we were unfortunate to lose our group matches by 3 and 4 
runs respectively, both going to the last ball. 
 
 
Cross Country 
 
The following boys were awarded gold medals for their success in the Inter-Schools Cross 
Border Cross Country races in Lurgan on 11 January .We competed against 18 other schools 
and 132 runners in total. The boys ranked: 
2nd Stuart Brown  
7th Niall Robinson  
8th Andrew Dougherty  
16th Grant Montgomery  
17th Tom Lyness  
 
 
Golf 
 
The Senior Golf Team won the Ulster School’s Matchplay Championship, and qualified to 
represent Ulster in the Irish Schools Matchplay Championship held in Kinsale at the end of 
the summer. Three of the team play off a handicap of one; the other two members rejoice in a 
handicap of three 
 
The team played a great game and were unfortunate to be defeated in the semi-final by the 
last putt on the last hole of the last match.  All five boys made the cut for the singles that 
followed. Garth Boyd won the U16 section and he finished third in the U18 section; 
subsequently, he was selected to join the Nick Faldo training academy. 
 
 
 



Hockey 
 
Representative: 
Alex Todd    Ulster U16 squad 
 
Peter Caruth    Ireland U18 squad 
     Ulster U18 
 
Peter was part of the squad who beat England in three matches - the first Irish hockey team 
at any level to beat England.  

Burney Cup  
In a rain drenched match at Lisnagarvey‘s magnificent new complex on Wednesday 8 March, 
the Hockey 1st XI failed to reach a successive Burney Cup final by a margin of two goals.  
Banbridge Academy raced to a lead of 3 goals in thirty-five minutes. In the second half, Simon 
Moore clawed one back for Campbell midway through the half; however, Banbridge 
immediately responded to regain a three-goal lead. Campbell slowly began to gain in 
confidence and captain Ben Toland, finally, slotted away a penalty corner in the dying minutes 
of the match. The final score Banbridge Academy 4 Campbell College 2. 
 
 
Judo 
 
Robert McClay won the Northern Ireland Closed Judo Championship in the under-36kg 
category.  
 
Tim O’Brien, Chris Scott and Chris Bell competed in the NI Schools Judo Championship at 
the start of April and were awarded Bronze in the team event. Chris Bell won Gold in the 
individual round and Tim O’Brien took home the Bronze.  
 
 
Rugby 
 

Rugby U12A 
Campbell College U12A team defeated Sullivan Upper in the final of the Coleraine Inst 
Competition on Saturday 25 March. They defeated Foyle L’derry College and Methodist 
College Belfast on route to the final. 

Rugby U13 
Campbell College U13 XV won the Black Cup at the Royal School Dungannon’s annual 15-a-
side tournament (on 24 March). Traditionally the largest U13 tournament held in Ulster, this is 
the 3rd occasion in its 15-year history that Campbell has been victorious. Chris Best scored 6 
tries in the final match as he captained the U13 team to victory. 

Medallion Shield 
The Medallion, after a slow start in the first round, defeated Banbridge Academy 38-0. In the 
second round we played purposefully to dispose of a favoured Wallace team 21-15; victory 
was convincing in 52-0 result against Foyle & Londonderry College in the quarterfinal stage. 
The semi-finals drew us against Methody College Belfast, and in a meaningful contest, MCB 
won 15-6.  



Schools’ Cup  
On a very cold afternoon at Ravenhill, in front of a crowd of 10,000, Campbell lost to 
Methodist College 11-5 in the Schools’ Cup final. Our boys deserve great credit for the 
manner in which they played and the dignity demonstrated in defeat. 
 
Methody enjoyed all the early pressure in a very entertaining final. They kicked an early 
penalty after 15 minutes. Soon afterwards Campbell fly-half Rory Boyd replied with an 
unconverted try, following a charged down kick, to go into the lead 5 points to 3. However, 
after 25 minutes Methody scored a second penalty and, despite dominating the latter stages 
of the first half, Campbell went into the break trailing 6 points to 5.  
 
The second half was a battle of attrition, Campbell lost their captain Peter Glass due to a 
hamstring injury early on; although Methody sustained immense pressure from Campbell, 
they scored an unconverted try in the dying moments of the game to win by a margin of 6 
points. The game was a monument to the virtues of schoolboy rugby. 
 
CAMPBELL 1stXV: P Glass (Capt.); J Castles, S Rea, J Smith, J Yeung; R Boyd, A 
Dougherty; N McLaughlin, K Yellop, P Eadie; D Bradford, G Rankin; B McDonnell, J 
Ferguson, R McCullagh. Replacements: M McLean for P Glass 38mins; B Duff for M McLean 
65mins; C Busby for N McLaughlin 77mins 

 

Representative: 
Jamie Smith  Irish Schools U18, Ulster U21 squad, Ulster U19 squad, Ulster School 
U18 
Simon Rea   Ulster U21 squad 
   Saracens Academy 
Peter Glass   Ulster Schools U18, Ulster U19 squad 
Richard McCullough Ulster Schools U19 squad 
Gareth Rankin  Ulster Schools U18 

 

Sailing  
 
The University of Lancashire has awarded Patrick Little, Year 14 and Head of Netherleigh 
House, an “Excellence in Sport” Scholarship (to the sum of £3000) for sailing. 
 
 
Shooting 
 
The Annual Schools Competition in Bisley 
Although the Schools competition is focused mainly on the larger calibre 7.62mm target rifles, 
teams were quickly selected to take part in the ‘first day’ Cadet GP rifle. 
 
The day started with high spirits as Patrick McCurley took first place in the Marlborough Cup 
with Neil Thompson and David Budden achieving eleventh place overall. The GP team then 
made their way to Marling ranges for a competition consisting of a 100m sprint followed by 
targets at both 100 and 200 metre distances.  



After such consistent high scores on the practice days, the team finished a rather 
disappointing fifth place before moving on to second place in the School Snapshooting 
competition, narrowly missing the gold medals to Ampleforth College.  
 
Later that day came the Falling Plates; a hotly contested competition with rivals such as 
Oratory, Epsom and Sutton Valence. With a huge crowd of support, the A team consisting of 
Patrick McCurley, Jonny Taylor, Tyrone Gibson and Gary Weir stormed through the qualifying 
rounds of the cup. Although the B, C and D team did not qualify, it was obvious that the A 
team had a great chance of victory.  
 
The next day of Falling Plates saw the team storm through to the final round, knocking out 
teams such as Sedbergh A team and Wycliffe A who had both shown tremendous skill in 
qualifying. Unbeaten team Campbell A and Sedbergh B’s, clashed in the finals to prove one 
of the most nerve wrecking Falling Plates finals in history. As the whistle blew, both teams 
rushed for the firing point in the distance. At the end of the shoot, the sandy haze cleared to 
reveal a draw, with both teams leaving three plates at the end of the 150m range. Teams both 
nervously and hastily made to the back of the range for a re-shoot. With victory so close, the 
Campbell A team showed no cracking under pressure and gave fast and accurate fire to 
accurate fire to secure Devon and Dorset Shield in only the third time in the team’s history.  
 
The nest two days of competition saw some incredible scores such as Gary Weir finishing 
seventh in the Wellington and Tyrone Gibson finishing fifteenth in the Iveagh distances 
ranging from 300m-600m.  
 
The week came to an end as the biggest competition of the year was upon us, The 
Ashburton. The team of Patrick McCurley, Jonny Taylor, Bradley Ellis, Tristan Roxborough, 
Tyrone Gibson, Adam Webster, Neil Thompson and Michael Hamill showed a brilliant effort in 
marksmanship as the team finished an excellent tenth place with both Bradley Ellis and Gary 
Weir shooting perfect scores at 300 and 600 meters.  
 
The team had no time for a rest as prize-giving approached when the team took first place in 
the overall Cadet aggregate for the first time in the team’s history. Bradley Ellis and Gary Weir 
were both selected to represent Northern Ireland in the UK Cadet Teams Meeting where the 
team took third place, beating the English Schools and narrowly missing Silver Medals 
Patrick McCurley, Captain of Shooting 2005-06 
 
Squash 
Ben Craig won the U15 Connacht Open, U17 Ulster Open; he won 3 out of 4 matches in the 
Irish Open and came in 5th place at the Leinster Open 
 
Adam Morris took part in the Irish Junior Squash Open at Queen’s University Belfast on 1-3 
December 2005: he played 5 matches in total against opponents from all over the world, 
winning two of these matches. Adam has since been selected to represent Ulster at U15 level 
 
Swimming 
 
Minor Schools’ 
 
The minor team of Luke Scott, Robert McClay, Patrick Brines and Jed Farquharson had 
outstanding performances in the group five section. Excellent performances all round resulted 
in the team winning gold in both the Medley and Freestyle team relay events. 



 In October a good performance was repeated in the “Ulster Minor Schools’ Finals” at the 
Grove pool where again the same team lifted the silver medals. 
 
Ulster Schools’ Grammar Championships 
 
The junior team of Tim Rickard, Luke Scott, Patrick Brines, Robert McClay and Jed 
Farquharson all had good performances. Tim Rickard won gold in the 50M Breaststroke and 
Patrick Brines and Luke Scott both made individual finals. The relay teams also came third in 
both medley and freestyle relays. 
 
The intermediate team of Stuart Brown, Sean McLaughlin, Steven Brown, Josh Baird and 
Richard Brown swam well but finished outside the medal positions.  The relay teams finished 
in third place in the medley and freestyle relay. 
 
The senior team of Chris Scott, Ben McDonald, Dale McLaurin and Daniel Johnston 
performed well but finished just outside the medals in both medley and freestyle relays. On an 
individual basis Dale McLaurin and Daniel Johnston made finals. 
 
 
Ulster Secondary Schools’ Championships 
 
The Ulster Secondary Schools Swimming Championships took part on Saturday 14th January 
at the Grove Leisure Centre. 
 
The junior team of Luke Scott, Patrick Brines, Robert McClay and Jed Farquharson 
performed well to get third place in both medley and freestyle relays. 
 
In two very close-run races, the intermediate team of Tim Rickard, Sean McLaughlin, Richard 
Brown and Stephen Brown made finals in both medley and freestyle relays. 
 
The senior team of Stuart Brown, Ben McDonald, Dale McLaurin and Daniel Johnston all 
swam well to get bronze medals in both medley and freestyle relays. 
 
Individually finals were made by Timothy Rickard, Daniel Johnston and Dale McLaurin 
 
 
Irish Schools’ Swimming Championship Dublin 2006 
 
On the 4 February the “Campbell College Swimming Team” traveled to Leinster to participate 
in the “Irish Schools’ Championship”. This year the gala took place in Dublin at the new 
“National Aquatic Centre”.  Timothy Rickard swam personal best times in the breaststroke 
and freestyle individual events. The senior medley and freestyle team relays swam well 
making finals in both events but did not finish among the medals. The MTR consisted of Dale 
McLaurin, Timothy Rickard, Daniel Johnston and Luke Scott. Patrick Brines replaced Luke 
Scott in the FTR.  
This was a good achievement as Luke and Patrick are part of the junior team and were 
swimming up two full age groups. 
 
The trip was a great success with senior, intermediate and junior swimmers participating 
together and it is very much hoped that this year’s competition will be build upon. 
 



BATH CUP 2006 
 
On Wednesday 11th May the senior team of Daniel Johnston, Dale Mclaurin, Benjamin 
McDonald, along with Timothy Rickard on his maiden voyage, made the trip to London, 
accompanied by Robin Gordon. The team competed in the St Paul’s invitational gala 
consisting of 16 schools from all over Britain and Ireland. Good performances all-round gave 
the team a 6th place finish.  
 
The next day, was the Bath Cup competition. The team of Daniel Johnston, Dale McLaurin, 
Benjamin McDonald and Timothy Rickard represented the club at this long course event. The 
competition has more than 70 schools from all over Britain and Ireland competing, 
emphasizing the achievement of 16th place. 
 
The Otter Relay is another medley event which takes place after the Bath Cup. The team of 
all performed well once again with the team finishing in 10th position.  
 
 
Tennis 
 
The College’s Minor tennis team were winners of the Ulster Schools' Minor Plate. Minor team 
members: David Taggart, Justin Hool, Charles Millar and Sam Ingham. 
 
The Senior team who were finalists of the Ulster Schools' Senior Cup. Senior team members: 
Neil Stewart, Ben Fetherston, James Kirkwood and Andrew Martin. 
 
David Taggart was selected by Nick Bollettieri to attend his Tennis Academy in the sunshine 
state of Florida earlier this year. Bollettieri has coached many very successful players, 
including Agassi. David returned from a successful special squad coaching session having 
reached the quarterfinals of the main tournament at the Academy.  
 
 
 
Volleyball 
 

U16 Schools’ Beach Volleyball Tournament 
Chris Evans captained the team of Ben Brown, Daniel Stewart, Ross Mackie and Conor 
Doherty to victory in the U16 Schools' Beach Volleyball Tournament, defeating Omagh 1 in 
the final by 2 sets to nil. 
 
The 2nd team of Robbie Blundell, Andrew Bleakley, Sean McLaughlin, Nathan McKelvey and 
Alex Ghionis finished in 7th place out of the 14 teams after drawing with Omagh 1 in the 
preliminary phase. 
 
Campbell were closely defeated by Dalriada 25-23 in the final of the U18 Schools’ Plate. 
However, we finished in 6th place overall, with recorded wins over Upper Bann Institute, 
Dalriada 2 and Omagh Academy 
 
 



Charities 

 

Tweskard Smarties 
Tweskard House filled ‘Smartie’ tubes with 5p and 20p pieces and raised £236 for a project in 
Burkina, West Africa. As a result of their efforts, the school fees of 7 orphans in the primary 
school at Gourcy were paid for a year and the remainder of the money was used to provide 
meals for the 81 primary school pupils.  

 

Yates’s is in a league of its own 
As part of the House Charity initiative, Yates’s took part in the nationwide Schools’ Fantasy 
Football League; they finished a respectable 268th out of 2001 national teams and an 
impressive 26th out of the 61 regional entrants. Yates’s would like to thank all those who 
participated and helped to raise £100 for Cancer Research. The winner of the Fantasy 
Football FA Cup was Jonny Miller (Jonny FC) and the competition winners were Andrew Laird 
(Andy’s Finest 11), Jack McGarrity (McGarrity’s Greats) and Peter Martin (Mighty Martins 
Force). 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
Mr Robinson and Mr Ashfield held a number of fundraising events, including a Salsa night 
and a triathlon, to help raise money for a Habitat for Humanity project. They visited 
Guatemala where there is a need for 1.6million houses.  

 

Cairnburn and Netherleigh reach new heights 
Year 9 and 10 boys from Cairnburn and Netherleigh raised £900 in a sponsored climbing 
event. The boys climbed a total of 6000 feet, the money will help fund Mr Ashfield’s and Mr 
Robinson’s Habitat for Humanity project.  

 

Plodding the streets of Belfast 
May Day morning and seven staff members from the College donned their trainers and took 
to the streets of Belfast as part of the 13mile Marathon walk. They completed the course in 
less than 4 hours and raised over £700 for local mental health and learning disability charity 
AMH (Action Mental Health). All thoroughly enjoyed the venture; and despite the early 
morning rise on a Bank Holiday, they are contemplating participating again next year. Well 
done to Mrs. Mallon, Mr. Mitchell, Matron, Miss Shields, Ms Hutchinson-Finn (Bursars’ 
Department), Mrs. Irwin and Miss Irwin (Junior School) for completing the walk. 

 

Ormiston have gone quackers 
Ormiston House held its annual duck race to raise money for Childline NI. Once again, 
Housemaster Mr Styles sported his waders and braved the waters of the Lagan at Shaws 
Bridge to collect the rubber ducks as they ‘raced’ through the rapids. Ormiston presented a 
cheque for £500.52 to Childline NI. 



Forest Lodge 
Glenmachan House presented a cheque for £312 to local charity Forest Lodge, which 
provides respite care to children with severe learning difficulties. A Forest Lodge 
representative explained that the money would be used to enhance the environment the 
children live in through the provision of decorative artwork. The money was raised through the 
sale of un-named lost property. Glenmachan House would like to thank all involved for their 
support and effort.  

 

Belmont Smarties!  
Collecting 20p pieces in Belmont-Smartie tubes, Belmont House raised £350.00 for its House 
Charity. The money will be divided between the Kwale District Eye Hospital in Kenya to help 
children and adults with curable blindness and also the Assisi Animal Sanctuary in 
Newtownards to aid the building of a new kennel block. 

 

Daffodil Tea  
The arrival of spring issued in our annual Daffodil Tea Party; once again it was a notable 
success. The College’s Charities Committee invited local senior citizens for an afternoon’s 
entertainment provided by the College jazz Band, Pipe Band and a game of bingo. A host of 
daffodils was presented as a parting gift.  

 

Cash for Clobber 
Belfast City Council recently introduced the 'Cash for Clobber' Textile and Recycling Scheme 
to Schools. It is an opportunity to help the environment (by raising awareness of waste and 
recycling) and raise money. Good quality clothes will be sent to people in Africa, Asia and 
Eastern Europe. Garments that cannot be re-worn will be used as industrial cleaning cloths 
and upholstery filling. Campbell College collected over 30 bulging black bin liners full of old 
clothes for the scheme. 
 

 

School Trips 

 

Ski Trip 
Two ski parties departed Campbell in late December to get rid of the post-Christmas 
despondency. Mr Robinson led a party of 43 students from Years 8-10 to San Valentino in 
Italy. The weather was fantastic, snow excellent, après ski good – and best of all – no injuries. 
Mrs Huddleson travelled further north to a chilly Lillehammer in Norway with a group of 20 
Senior School students. Everyone had a most enjoyable and worthwhile experience in the 
former Winter Olympic village.  

 

 



Year 10 Battlefields Trip 
The Year 10 History trip to the First World War Battlefields in France and Belgium was a great 
success, largely, due to the 38 boys who all behaved impeccably and made the trip so 
enjoyable. The hotel owner commented on the good behaviour of the boys, as did three 
passengers on the return flight, who said that, “the boys are a credit to Campbell College”.  

 

Year 14 Trip to Berlin 
Year 14 History students visited Berlin for four snowy days in January. They explored the 
imperial, fascist and communist influences on the city.  

 

Year 8 Trip to Carrickfergus Castle 
Year 8 History students toured Carrickfergus Castle and, subsequently, produced projects in 
different media, which will now be entered into the DoE’s “Step in Time” competition. 
 
 
 
Events 

Berlin-Belfast Partnership 
Representatives from Wilma Rudolph Oberschule in Germany visited the College as part of 
the Berlin -Belfast Partnership. They spent the day touring the College, visiting classes and 
sampling a little of what it is to be a Campbellian.  
 

UK Mathematical Trust Senior Maths Challenge  
A number of our A Level Maths students entered the UK Mathematics Trust Senior 
Mathematical Challenge in December last year. Of the 21 boys that entered, 16 were 
awarded certificates of excellence: 4 Gold, 7 Silver and 5 Bronze. Alan McKee came in the 
top 2% of all 75,200 UK entries and was, subsequently, invited to take part in the first round of 
the British Mathematical Olympiad. For the second consecutive year, he has been awarded a 
Gold Certificate and a certificate for ‘Best in School’. 

 

Developing vital skills for the future 
Recognising the importance of interview skills, Campbell College Careers Department 
provided a one-day skills workshop to develop the essential skills needed for an effective 
interview. The ‘Interview Day’ aimed to increase awareness of the planning and skills that are 
required for successful interviews. Through a number of interactive presentations and 
exercises, the students learnt how to market themselves more effectively and how to 
maximise their potential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Security for the individual lies not in employment but in employability …” 
[Kanter, When Giants Learn to Dance] 
Following from the success of Interview Day, Year 14 students participated in an Interview 
Skills Evening aimed at improving chances of employability. Building on the idea of ‘you do 
not get a second chance to make a first impression’, the evening presented students with an 
opportunity to market themselves in an interview situation. Professional business people 
provided the platform for a mock interview and advice on how to take the first steps on the 
career ladder.  
 
“Education is your vehicle for independence – use it!” 
Words of advice from Lady Sylvia Hermon MP on her visit to the College. Lady Hermon 
addressed our Year 14 Politics students on life as a Northern Ireland politician and on her 
experience as the only MP for the Ulster Unionist Party. Reflecting on her transition from a 
young girl on a Co. Tryone farm to teaching law at Queen’s; to the move into local politics 
and, finally, taking a seat in Westminster. Her other private roles as mother to two boys and 
wife to Lord Hermon make her story truly inspiring. 

 

Dr Flanders visit 
Historian, Dr Steve Flanders delivered a seminar on his groundbreaking research into the 
Bayeux Tapestry to our Year 13 history students. His work, which is due to be published 
shortly, is considered to be illuminating. 

 

Professor Roger Williams, CBE 
The Professor’s visit to the College, and address to our Year 12 boys as well as students from 
9 schools in the east Belfast area was a great success. Professor Williams, doctor to George 
Best and leading expert in Hepatology, addressed the students on the dangers of alcohol 
abuse. The Best family supported the event and the College featured positively in the media 
with coverage on BBC Newsline, UTV, RTE, Talk Back Radio Programme and, nationally, on 
ITN.  
 

The official opening of two new synthetic hockey pitches and Stormont Pavilion 
To mark the occasion the school had the Great Britain 1988 Olympic gold medal winning 
team in action against Campbell's 1st XI squad in an exhibition match. 
What a day it was for captain Ben Toland and his players to line up against such an array of 
talent. 
 
Included in the GB side was the man who skippered the team to that remarkable gold in 
Seoul, Richard Dodds. Also starring was Imran Sherwani, as well as Ulstermen Stephen 
Martin and Jimmy Kirkwood who were members of the gold medal winning squad. Other 
internationals featuring in the exhibition match were Billy McConnell (1984 bronze medal 
winner with GB), Irish captain Martin Sloan (the highest number of Irish caps), Kenny Morris, 
John McKee, Colin Allister and Chris Jackson. 
Sherwani and Kirkwood gave coaching sessions to primary school teams from Cabin Hill, 
Strandtown, Gilnahirk and Ballyholme, as well as Campbell squads.  



Our headmaster, Jay Piggot, and the 1988 Olympic team captain, Richard Dodds, officially 
opened the Pavilion.  
 
The pitches are of a different variety to those already in Ulster and Ireland: they are sand 
dressed rather than water-based or sand-filled. The surface provides playing characteristics 
similar to water, without the high maintenance costs involved, and many believe that 
international matches may eventually move to these types of surfaces. 
 
Campbell College now rejoices in being able to offer its students the best facilities on a single-
site campus in Northern Ireland. 

 

Harry Potter Day 
The magic of Harry Potter left audiences worldwide spellbound. We read and watched in 
wonder at the antics of Harry and his wizard chums. The saga of Harry Potter does not rest 
with the big screen alone; we, at Campbell College, have become known for our extravagant 
Harry Potter Day with visits from Professor Dumbledore, Hagrid, Professor McGonagle and 
even Harry himself! This year’s event was no exception; over 200 primary six pupils enjoyed 
the magical event, which included a falconry exhibition, quizzes and even a magic show! The 
event concluded with lunch in our grand dining hall and a photo shoot with the wonderful Ford 
Anglia car as seen in the movie. 

 

“Enthusiasm for God” 
‘Enthusiasm for God’ was the theme of this terms Scripture Union event and guest speaker 
was Ulster rugby player, Paul Marshall. Over 150 students from schools across Belfast and 
North Down attended the evening and enjoyed music provided by band ‘Thicket’. Youth 
Fellowship Leader John McFerron led the group in prayer and worship.  
 

Speech Day  
Campbell welcomed President Mary McAleese as Guest of Honour at this year’s Speech Day. 
The President met prizewinners, parents, staff and governors at a welcome reception in 
Middle School before awarding a number of students their prizes for academic and sporting 
excellence.  
Speech Day celebrated a year of academical, sporting, musical and artistic achievement. The 
event concluded with strawberries and cream; the Pipe Band was invited to draw to a close 
this memorable year at Campbell College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Campbell College Junior School 
 
Student Success 
Matthew Butler was winner of the Belfast City Council’s Narnia Art Competition  
 
Matthew Rodgers captained the Northern Ireland U10 Karate Squad, winning both individual 
and team gold at the NI Championships   
 
Ross Clarke, Scott Dennis and James Brown qualified for the Irish Swimming Championships 
 
Ross Campbell and Ross Clarke were selected for trials for the Belfast Schoolboys’ Soccer 
Team. 
 
 
Charities 
 
Junior School raised money for ‘Children with Leukaemia’ through a ‘Readathon’   
 
Campbell College has been titled a: ‘Health Promoting School’ 
 
Sport 
 
The Junior XI soccer team has had a fantastic season made it through to the semi-final of the 
Northern Ireland Cup, a magnificent feat for a small school such as ours.   
 
The Prep 6 and 7 hockey team played a number of friendly matches and narrowly failed to 
reach the Belfast finals.  They thoroughly enjoyed being coached by the GB 1988 Olympic 
Gold Medal Winning Team at the opening of the new astro-turf pitches at Campbell College, 
despite some very inclement weather 
 
The Cricket Team has had a most successful season, reached the final of the Primary 
Schools’ Cricket Cup.  Their major success, however, was winning the Northern Ireland Kwik 
Cricket Trophy. 
 

 
School trips 
Preps 1-3 enjoyed an excellent drama Workshop at The Folk and Transport Museum; while 
Preps 2, 3 and 4 visited Greenmount Agricultural College 
   
Prep 5 took part in a beach survey at Crawfordsburn Country Park, visited the Ulster museum 
where they learnt about Early Ireland and also took part in a ‘Landfill and Recycling’ visit to 
Montgomery Road. 
 
Prep 6 travelled to the Ecos Centre in Ballymena and to the Belfast Telegraph offices in 
Belfast   
 
Prep 7 took part in an Art Workshop at Queen’s University and the whole class enjoyed 
learning about The Victorians at the Down County Museum.  The boys from Prep 7 were 
invited to a special screening of ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ at the Odyssey on 
Friday 9 December.  This was a wonderful event, and the boys thoroughly enjoyed the film, all 
the more so as they had just finished reading the book in class.  



They also enjoyed a morning’s activities including Lazerquest, at the Belfast Indoor Tennis 
Arena. They have also enjoyed a Chemistry lecture at Queen’s University, Belfast and learnt 
about the history of the Belfast city Hall at a ‘Hall of Fun Heritage Tour – an event celebrating 
100 years of the Belfast City Hall.   
 
Frazer Macrae found himself elected ‘mini Lord Mayor’ and had to wear the mayoral robes!  
We travelled to the Ulster-American history park at Omagh and ‘voyaged’ from the Old World 
to the New and learnt about the first emigrants.   
 
The highlight, of course, was the Prep 6 and 7 residential trip to Boreatton Park.  The boys 
enjoyed an activity-filled week including rifle shooting, abseiling, canoeing, fencing, the zip 
wire, quad-biking and orienteering to name but a few of the activities!   

 
 
The School Play 
‘Oliver!’ filled the Sutton Hall on two successive nights and it was wonderful to welcome back 
so many old friends who came to say goodbye to Cabin Hill. All pupils from Preps 4 – 7 made 
memorable contributions to the success of the production, but special mention must be made 
of the boys who took the lead roles and amazed us with the quality of their acting and singing.   
 

 


