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Appendix 1

Enabling your child to learn to play a musical instrument is one of the single most important contributions you, as a parent, can make towards your child’s intellectual, social and emotional development.

· Early research in the USA made claims that actively making music had a direct positive effect on spatial reasoning, one aspect of the measurement of IQ.

· Research in the UK has shown that playing an instrument encourages the development of transferable skills: e.g. the need to practise regularly assists in the acquisition of good study habits and focussed concentration; playing in concerts encourages habits of punctuality and good organisation; composition, improvisation and development of musical interpretations facilitate the development of analytical and problem solving skills, decision making and creativity.  These skills are just those that are perceived to be of importance for employment in the future.

· Howard Gardner’s research on “Multiple Intelligences” lists eight different areas of intelligence (linguistic, mathematical, visual/spatial, kinaesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, naturalist and musical).  He concludes that

· intelligence can be developed and

· the development in one area of intelligence will inevitably and positively filter through into developing other areas.

· Approximately 100 pupils at Campbell College currently receive instrumental tuition in the school’s music department, and contribute to an instrumental group or choir, which rehearses weekly and performs in public through the year.  These activities not only develop specific music skills, but are also fun, exciting and enjoyable social events for pupils, and the public performances develop team work and self-confidence.  Learning to play an instrument can be an outlet for emotional expression, influence our moods, and be therapeutic. It can also entertain and inspire.  It enhances the impact of the other arts, much of what we see on television, and in films and computer games.  It can provide intellectual stimulation, the challenge of mastery, and emotional fulfilment.  Within society, it provides a means of communicating which goes beyond words, and provides us with shared, unspoken understandings.

· For updates on all of our musical activities and events please follow us on our social media platforms: 

Facebook - @CCBMusicDepartment 

    Twitter - @CCBMusicDept

